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Discover the vital role of oases in shaping the cultural, environmental, and historical
landscapes of the world. The Diriyah Global Seminar ‘25 will examine how oases have
served as a sustaining force across the Arabian Peninsula and beyond. Focusing on the role
that Wadi Hanifah has played in the development of Diriyah and the wider region, particu-
larly in supporting patterns of settlements, agriculture, and trade over centuries. Through an
exploration of the ecological, architectural, and cultural dimensions of oasis life, the seminar
will highlight how these distinctive environments have enabled the continuity of heritage,
the flourishing of communities, and the formation of Diriyah's unique identity within the
broader context of civilizations in arid regions.

THEMES

Natural Heritage: Oases as Environmental and Ecological Systems.

Exploring the ecological role of oases in sustaining biodiversity, examining the impacts
of climate change and water management, and analyzing case studies of oases as
ecological reserves.

Tangible Heritage: Built Landscapes and Irrigation Networks.

Investigating the architecture of oasis settlements and agricultural landscapes, studying
historical irrigation systems, and highlighting preservation and restoration efforts within
oasis environments.

Intangible Heritage: Social, Cultural, and Literary Legacies of Oases.

Examining oral traditions, folklore, and storytelling; exploring cultural practices, music,
and craftsmanship; and understanding knowledge transmission and education in oases
societies.

ACTIVATIONS

Accompanying Exhibition The Seminar Program Student Poster showcase

The exhibition brings the seminar themes to life through a The seminar program brings together leading scholars, The student poster showcase highlights university
curated journey of visuals and stories that reveal how researchers, and practitioners to examine oases as a students exploration of oases environments through a
oases have shaped environmental, cultural, and historical sustaining force across the Arabian Peninsula and beyond. creative lens.
landscapes.



SEMINAR PROGRAM

Salwa Stage
£4:00 PM - 4:15 PM

Salwa Stage
4:15 PM -5:00 PM

5:00 - 5:30 min

Salwa Stage
5:30 PM - 6:15 PM

Salwa Stage
6:15 PM - 6:45 PM

Salwa Stage
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Al-Awja Stage
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Salwa Stage
7:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Al Awja Stage
7:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Partners
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DAY ONE

10

December

Opening Remarks
HRH Prince Saud Bin Talal Bin Badr Al Saud
CEO of Al-Ahsa Development Authority

Thriving Nature... Thriving Opportunities:

The Role of Wadis and Oases in Diriyah’s Sustainable Development
Eng. Saleh Al-Hathloul

Dr. Turki Al-Rasheed

Moderator: Bader Algasem

Prayer Time Break

From Tribe to Oasis Society: Banu Hanifa at the Heart of Al-Yamama
Dr. Fahad AlDamigh

Dr. Sulieman Altheeb

Jood AlAjmi

Moderator: Sarah Albahusayn

Water, Climate, and the Resilience of Arabian Oases
Prof. Matthew McCabe

Heritage Oases and its Cultural Landscapes: Linking People,
Nature, and Memory
Dr. Adnan Adas

Al-Ahsa QOasis: A Cradle of Civilization and Trade in Eastern Arabia
Dr. Qusai Al-Turki

Oases in the Poetry of the Late Prince Badr bin Abdulmohsin
Dr. Moneera AlGhadeer

Heritage in the Palm of Your Hand
Stephanie Black



SEMINAR PROGRAM

Salwa Stage
8:00 PM - 8:45 PM

Al-Awja Stage
8:00 PM - 8:45 PM

8:45 PM- 9:00 PM

Salwa Stage
9:00 PM - 9:45 PM

Al Awja Stage
9:00 PM- 9:45 PM

Salwa Stage
9:45 PM - 10:15 PM

Al-Awja Stage
9:45 PM - 10:30 PM

Partners

DAY ONE

10

December

Safeguarding oasis systems : a projection towards the future
rather than a look back to the past

Dr. Pietro Laureano

Dr. Claudio Margottini

Memory, Continuity and Regeneration of Traditional Farms

in Hot Arid Oasis Landscapes in Central Arabia and Historic Diriyah
Dr. Thalia Kennedy

Njoud AlAnbari

Dr Reem Alhafi

Bunder AlMalak

Moderator: HH Princess Tarfa AlSaud

Break

Method and Identity: Theories of Natural History and the Formation
of the Arabian Peninsula

Dr. Abdulmohsen bin Saleh Al-Rashoudi

Prof. Zuhair bin Abdullah Al-Shahri

Dr. Ahmed bin Abdullah Al-Rassi

Dr. Omar bin Saad Al-Tuwayl!

Water Enables; Culture Endures: AlUla's Cultural Oasis Model
Dr. Abdullah AlHameid

Dr. Mohammed AlOmair

Sara Ghani

Moderator: Nasr Al Ansari

Arabia the land of a thousand oases: The earliest natural
& Cultural evidence

Dr. Abdullah Alsharekh

Diriyah: Oasis of Language and Cultures
Dr. Amal Alrashed

Dr. Ibrahim Alfraih

Dr. Yahya Alltini

Moderator: Maha Alotaibi

End of Day One



WORKSHOPS

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

5:00 PM- 6:30 PM

7:00 PM — 9:00 PM

9:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Partners

DAY ONE

10

December

Kids Workshop 1
Future Farmers: Hands-on Hydroponics Experience

Kids Workshop 2
Designing an Oasis: Children’s Interactive Workshop

Workshop 3
Conservation for All: Engaging the Public with At-
Turaif's Heritage of the Arabian Peninsula

Workshop 4
Digital Archives: Practical Skills for Exploring and

Reviving Diriyah’s Memory



SEMINAR PROGRAM

Salwa Stage
4:00 PM — 4:30 PM

Al-Awja Stage
4:00 PM — 4:30 PM

Salwa Stage
4:30 PM - 5:15 PM

Al-Awja Stage
4:30 PM - 5:15 PM

5:15 PM -5:45 PM

Salwa Stage
5:45 PM — 6:30 PM

Partners
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DAY TWO

L

December

From Scarcity to Sustainability: The Evolution of Water
Management in Saudi Arabia
Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Sheibani

Oases as One System, AlUla’s Living Heritage for Water Security
Dr. Talel Stambouli

Natural History and Environmental Documentation:
The Role of King Abdulaziz Foundation

Prof. Dr. Abdullah bin Nasser Al-Wulayyi

Dr. Naif bin Saleh Al-Shalhoub

Dr. Fahad bin Abdulaziz Al-Mutlaq

Moderator: Hussa bint Ibrahim Al-Yousef

Heritage-Inspired Sustainability in Najdi Oasis Architecture:
From Structural Systems to Material Conservation

Dr. Amjed Islem Dali

Dr.Adonice Baaklini

Dr. Amany Salman

Moderator: Dr. Maciej Wencel

Prayer Time Break

Oases in Historical Travel Literature
Dr. Noura Al Mouanie

Dr. Hanan Alghamdi

Sabah AlRuwaili

Mizneh AlOtaibi

Moderator: Refan Abed



SEMINAR PROGRAM

Salwa Stage
5:45 PM - 6:30 PM

6:30 PM - 6:45 PM

Salwa Stage
6:45 PM - 7:30 PM

Al-Awja Stage
6:45 PM - 7:15 PM

Salwa Stage
7:30 PM - 8:15 PM

Al-Awja Stage
7:15 PM -7:45 PM

Al-Awja Stage
7:45 PM -8:15 PM

8:15 PM - 8:30 PM
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DAY TWO

17w

December

Earthen Architecture as sustainable model for Saudi Oases
Eng. Abdulaziz Alhemidddi

Eng. Ibrahim Al-Juwayr

Eng. Yara Al-sharif

Dr. Laila Al-Qahtani

Moderator: Eng.Abdullah Al-Mudara’

Break

Local Communities as Strategic Partners in Oasis Sustainability
and Biodiversity Conservation

Prof. Dr. Saleh bin Mohammed Al-Sughayyir

Prof. Dr. Ibrahim bin Abdulwahid Arif

Mr. Qutaiba bin Mahmoud Al-Saadoun

Biodiversity and Conservation in Diriyah: Protecting an Oasis Ecosystem
Dr. Alejandra Ortega

From the Heritage of Irrigation to Sustainability Innovations:
The Journey of Oases Through Time

Eng. Sufyan Boudi, Eng. Rayan Aseilan,

Eng. Mohammed Al-Samhan, Dr. Mohammed Al-Omair
Moderator: Dr. Hisham Al-hawal

The Afterlife of Vernacular Infrastructure
Nicolas Viste
Rayana Albusaili

Al-Ahsa as the Jewel of the Oasis Corridor: A Geo-Anthropological Perspective
Dr. Abdullatif Mohammed Al-Afalg

Coffee Break



SEMINAR PROGRAM

Salwa Stage
8:30 PM- 9:00 PM

Al-Awja Stage
8:30 PM - 9:00 PM

Al-Awja Stage
9:00 PM - 9:30 PM

Salwa Stage
9:00 PM - 9:45 PM

9:45 PM - 10:15 PM

Partners
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DAY TWO

17w

December

Irrigation and Mugharasa Systems in Diriyah's Oases
Through Local Manuscripts and Records
(1758-1931): A Documentary Analytical Study

Dr. Ali Al-Muhaideb

Oases as Cultural Systems: Community Agency and the Future of Participatory
Heritage Governance

Dr. Saeed Mohammed

Al-Based Flood Hazard Mapping in Japan: Sharing Experience for Saudi Arabia
Dr. Mohamed Saber

Oases and Ancient Civilizations of the Arabian Peninsula:
Roots and Historical Continuity

Dr. Dhef Allah bin Dleim bin Razen

Dr. Faisal bin Salem Al-Shadqa

Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al-Ajlan

Dr. Ghada bint Abdulrahman Al-Masoud

Closing Remarks & Awarding



WORKSHOPS

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

5:00 PM- 6:30 PM

7:00 PM — 9:00 PM

9:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Partners
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DAY TWO

T

December

Kids Workshop 1
Future Farmers: Hands-on Hydroponics Experience

Kids Workshop 2
Designing an Oasis: Children’s Interactive Workshop

Workshop 3
Crafts Associated with Oases

Workshop &4
The Memory of Oases Between Intangible Heritage and
Total History: Applications in Light of the Annales School



TOP SPEAKERS

HRH Prince Saud Bin Talal Bin Badr Al Saud
CEO of Al-Ahsa Development Authority

Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Sheibani
Deputy Minister for Water.
Ministry of Environment,

Water, and Agriculture.

=
=

Dr. Suleiman Altheeb

Cultural Advisor at King Faisal Center
for Research and Islamic Studies
Professor of Ancient Arabic Manuscripts

at Misr University for Science and Technology.

Dr. Moneera AlGhadeer
UNESCO Chair for Translating Cultures.

Eng. Saleh AlHathloul
Chairman of the Board,
S. Alhathloul Dev. Co.

Dr. Fahad AlDamigh

Professor of History at

Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University.
Specializes in the history of Al-Yamamah and
the historical geography of central Arabia.

—

Dr. Adnan Adas
Board Member of ICOMOS Saudi Arabia.

Dr. Turki Al-Rasheed

Visiting Professor at the University of Arizona
in Tucson, United States, and Consultant to the
American University of Beirut.

Prof. Matthew McCabe

Professor, Environmental Science and Engineering.
Dean, Biological and Environmental Science and Engineering.
Director of Climate and Livability Initiative.

Dr. Pietro Laureano

Unesco expert in ecosystem and oases restoration.
Founder and CEO of IPOGEA scpl.
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